
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday, 12 December, 2007

Between 7pm and 9pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present Apologies -  Reason
John Hartshorne Chairman Sarah Robson -  Work commitments 
Val Corbett Vice Chair from 7.30pm
Ron Holden
Harry Scott
Clive Emerson Absent

In attendance
Miss Emma Anderson Parish Clerk Copy to
Cllr Brian Corbett From 7.10pm
Cllr. John Riddle From 7.30pm

2. Minutes of the previous meeting

The meetings of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and 
signed by the Chairman.

3. Matters arising

a) item 5a: Public seating in village and damage to seat at Mill Corner: The Clerk reported that the bench 
located at the Mill corner had been damaged in a collision with a heavy goods vehicle.  The 
bench was thought to be damaged beyond repair. IT WAS AGREED that 1) The Clerk would 
take photographs of the seat, 2) the seat would then be removed as a matter of public safety 
and 3) the Clerk would write to the vehicle operator seeking compensation.

b) item 5b: Otterburn Hall: The Chairman reported that Norton Rose, solicitors for the Angel 
Group, had lodged a dossier of information with Northumberland County Council (NCC) 
concerning the footpaths in the grounds of Otterburn Hall.  The issue of Rights of Way in the 
Hall grounds is likely to be considered by NCC at a meeting in April 2008.  This would allow 
time for Footpath Officers to take legal advice before deciding their recommendations to the 
Council.

c) item 5c: Interactive Speed Sign: The Chairman reported that equipment quotes had been received. 
These had omitted some expected costs and the quotes were being revisited with the supplier. 
Cllr. Riddle would fund the purchase of the equipment from his Capital Allowance, for which 
the Chairman expressed his sincere thanks.  The Highways Department was considering 
whether it could cover the cost of rotation, repair, maintenance and insurance.

d) item 5g: Road Markings at Snaith’s Garage and other road issues: The Clerk reported that road 
markings had been renewed between Snaith’s corner and Hopefoot.  She had also asked NCC 
to renew the road markings at the Mill corner.  NCC had informed the Clerk that the A696 
between Monkridge Bridge and Otterburn was scheduled for resurfacing ‘at some point’. 
NCC could not say when this would happen.

e) item 5i: Munro’s Buses: The Clerk awaited a response from NCC regarding who pays for this 
service and what could be done to improve it.

f) items 8a & 8d: Natural Communities and Belonging Communities: Val Corbett, who had attended a 
Belonging Communities meeting in Bellingham earlier in the evening, reported that a final 
decision was still awaited.  IT WAS AGREED that the decision may have implications in the 
day-to-day operation of Parish Councils and that it was vital that we continue to monitor this 
matter.
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g) item 9d: Street lighting in Willowgreen: The Clerk reported that NCC had not responded to her 
letter; she believed it had not been passed on from County Hall to the appropriate department. 
As a result, she had spoken to the department directly and had readdressed her letter by email 
directly to the manager.  

Cllr. Riddle believed that the adoption of roads and street lighting in Phase One, Willowgreen, 
was imminent.  Negotiations were also taking place with Aimbarron, representing George 
Towers Ltd., the previous developer, concerning work required to the surface water sewers, 
street lights and roads on Phase Two prior to their adoption.  

h) item 9e: Grants to local organisations: After considering a written request from Age Concern 
Northumberland it was not considered appropriate to award a grant because of their failure to 
support services for the elderly of the village.  

•The Clerk reported that Victim Support no longer had a branch based in Tynedale and 
recommended that no grant be awarded. THIS WAS AGREED.

•IT WAS AGREED to award grants of 1) £200 to St. John’s Church, Otterburn for grass 
cutting in the churchyard and clock maintenance, 2) £50 to First Responders in Otterburn 
to maintain their emergency mobile telephone and 3) £50 to Community Action 
Northumberland in recognition of their support to the community.

4. Finance

a) Parish Clerk’s salary and expenses: The Clerk’s claim for salary (£84.00) and expenses (Nil) was 
AGREED.

b) Bank account signatories: The Clerk had written to a department of Lloyds TSB in Manchester 
which deals with Mandates but no response had been received.

c) Precept 2008/09: A 2008/09 precept application form had been received from Tynedale 
Council for return by 23 January, 2008.  To assist members, the Clerk circulated and discussed 
accounts for the year to date and projections to the year-end.  IT WAS AGREED to defer 
until January a decision on the level of precept required for the coming year. 

d) Election Costs 2007: An account had been received.  The cost would be deducted from the 
precept as in previous years.

e) Invoice from Otterburn Memorial hall: IT WAS AGREED to pay an invoice totalling £18 received 
from Otterburn Memorial Hall for room hire.

f) Remembrance Day Wreath: IT WAS AGREED to pay an invoice received from the Royal British 
Legion in the sum of £18. 

5. Planning

a) Snaith’s Garage: Construction of 2 mobile homes: This application, because of a closing date prior to 
the meeting, had already been considered by members and OBJECTIONS had been 
submitted.

b) Plots 88-90 Willowgreen: Construction of 14 homes: This application was INVALID because the site 
boundary was not defined in keeping with an earlier application.  A number of concerned 
residents attended the meeting to voice their objections and an opportunity was taken hear 
these and examine the plans in detail.  IT WAS AGREED that 1) the Clerk would advise 
residents when the application was resubmitted and 2) provide an opportunity for residents to 
re-examine the plans.

c) Otterburn Mill: Construction of single storey extension to café: This application was considered and 
AGREED without objection.
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d) Otterburn Mill: Demolition of two porches: This application was considered and AGREED without 
objection.

6.  New business

a) Tynedale Visitor 2008: IT WAS AGREED that the Clerk would prepare and return the 
information requested by the Hexham Courant. 

b) Correspondence received: A number of items had been received and the contents were conveyed to 
members for their information.

c) Register of Electors 2008: The Clerk informed members that the new Register had been received. 
Accompanying notices, however, had not been included.  These would be displayed on the 
Parish Council notice boards when received.

d) GP Surgery Closures: The Clerk reported that a public meeting had been held at Bellingham 
surgery on 11 December to discuss proposed cuts in GP funding and possible surgery closures 
in Northumberland.  There was considerable public concern that the Bellingham Practice 
would be seriously affected by these proposals.  Patients and members of the public were 
encouraged to write letters of complaint to the Northumberland Care Trust and local 
Members of Parliament.

e) Otterburn Camp:  The Clerk reported that the main gate at Otterburn Camp would be closed 
temporarily.  Military and other traffic would use the Hopefoot entrance during the closure.

f) The Handbook for Local Council Clerks: IT WAS AGREED to purchase this handbook for use by 
the Clerk.

7. Any other business

There was no other business.

8. Date, time and place of next meeting

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7pm on Wednesday, 6 February, 2008 at 
Otterburn Memorial Hall.
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